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IK. ERSKINE, who prefidod, dvi that thou^ jjt 
did not aux for calumny and mirreprdentation, as iar i» 
it afFeSed bimfelf perfonadly, which he took it (or granted 
was the caib with every Gemkmfwi prerent ; yee, as far 
asitaffc^cdthe great (wjeS forwhicb they were adsmbicd 
if was of the ereatefi imporCaacc to the Publit : that he 
ibould^ therefore, to render mifreprefcntation utterly 
impolBble, read what he had to fay ftqta a paper> which M 
bad written. 

Mr. Ekskine then read the following Paper:. 
'* The peculiar excellence of the EngJifh Conftitution, 
iji which indeed ' the value of every Government may be 
rummed up, is, that it creates an equal rule of action for 
the whole KatMHi, and an impartial adminiftraiionof juftice 
under It- , 

** From thcTe mader principles refults that happy, tin- 
fufpeSiniFt and unfufpe^ed freedom, which for ^es bu 
diftingjuimed Society in £tigl(mdi and which has united 
Engli&Rien in an enthufiafni for tbetf Country, and a re- 
yerence for their Laws. 
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** To maintain 4his fesricfs tranquijlity of hiuntn li^ 
the prime blcfEngt^Social'Unton, the power of accufadoa 
was not given to uninjured \nd\viiua\s, much lefs to valwi- 
tarfi untiUfined, unauthnrifed AfTociations of Men, ading 
without refponfibilitjr, and open to irregular and private 
motives of action ; but was conferred upon the Supreow 
Executive Magiftrate, as more Hlcel^ to loolc down upon 
the Mafs of tne Community with an unimpailioncd eye ; 
xnd even that wifely placed trull, guarded and btidlcd by 
the perfonal refponfibility of thofe Officers by which the 
Crown is Abliged to exercife its authority, and 'In the 
higher order of crimes, which on principle fbould extend 
to ali, guarded once again by the office of the Grand Jury, 
interpofed as a Ihield l>etwecn the People and the very 
Laws enaded by themfelves. 

** Thele admirable provifions appear to be founded in s 
deep acquaintance with the principles of Seciety, and to 
l>e attended with thfc moll ImporUnt benefits to the Public, 
be(;aufe, tempered again, and Unally with the Trial by the 
Country, they enable the Englim Confiitution to ratify 
the exiflence of i^flron^t htreditary, executive Govern- 
ment, conliAently with the fecurity of popular freedom. 

" By this arrangement of the Royal Prerogative of 
Accufation, fo retrained and mitigated in iti courfe, tlw 
Crown becomes an objed of wholefome, but not danger- 
ous jealoally ; Which, while it prevents it from overftep- 
ping its ConltitutJonal' limits, endears the People to one 
another from a fenfe of the neceffity of union among^ 
themfelves, for the prefetvation of their privileges againfl 
a power dangerous to remove, but equally dangerous to 
exift, unob'ferved and unbalanced. 

" Under this fyftem, making allowance for the vices 
■and errors infeparablc from humanity, State accufationi^ 
iM nudern timet, though fametinies erroneous, have not 
'often been rafh or midevolent, and the Criminal under 
the weight of the firm hand of Juflice has been fupporte4 
fey the indulgent fraternal Tribunal of bis Country. 

" But umler the circumftances which aflcmble us t&- 
<Sttbcr, all tbeff pr9vtfi«m wpcar t» be endAflgered. 

'> A fiiddcft 
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** A.lud<}en alarm hastKenTpread thfougt^ the tCingdom 
ty the Miniftcrs of tKe Crovfrn, of imminent danger to the 
Conilitution, and to all Order and Governnrcnt. The 
Nation has been reprefented to be fermenring into Sedition 
, and InfuTreftlon, throygh (he dangerous Ai&ciations and 
Writings of difafFeiSled i>nd alienated fubjedis; and under 
the prefliire of this perilous conjunflure the Parliament 
has been fuddenly aftembled, and the Militia embodied. 

" The exiftence or extent of thcfe evils fince they hare 
been fanftioned, thougli net afccrtaincd by the audiority 
of Parliament when alTembled, we have not upon the pre- 
fent occafion aflembled to debate. But we may, without 
Sedition, congratulate our Fellow-fubjeAs, that our 
Miniftcrs had the vigilance to deK& thok numereut tiad 
hioetfy InfurreAions, which otherwifc might hivcfecrtted 
ihemfchiei^ and pafTed unknown and undifcsveridi and that 
without the punijhment of a lingle individual, for any 
Overt ASt of Treafon, the People have recovered all that 
tranquillity and refpeft for the Laws which they appeared 
to us to have equally poflelled at the time when the alarm 
burft ferrii. 

*' That large clafTesof the Community fliould never- 
fheleTs give faith to the aflertions and adls of a refynnfihk 
Government, is neither to be wondered at nor diftpprov- 
ed. When the Englifh Conftitution is authoritatively 
reprefented to be in danger, we rejoice in the enthuftafm 
of Kngliflinien to fupport it. When that danger is fur- 
ther reprefepted to have been caufed or increafed by the cir- 
culation of treafonable and feditious Writings, we acknow- . 
ledge that it is the duty of every good Citizen in his proper 
Iphere, and by proper means to difcountenance them, and 
nothing is further from the intention of this Meeting than 
to bold up to public difapprobation fuch individual^, as 
from honctl motives, have joined Aflbciations even though 
they may in their zeal have fhiit beyond that line of exer- 
tion which we (miftakemly, perhaps, buj confcientioufly) 
conceive to be the lafi; limitation of affiftance to Executive 
Government by Private Men. 

*' We allemble neither to reprehend, nor to didate to 
fthers, but from a principle of public duty to enter our - 
folem* 
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folemn protefl ag&inft the propriety or juftlce of thofe Af- 
fociations, which by the contagion of eumple are fpreail- 
ing faft over England^ fupported by the Subfcriptions of 
opulent men for the avowed objeA of fuppreffing and pro- 
fecucing Writings, more efpecially when accompanied with 
rewards to Informers ; j)«j above all, when thefe rewards 
aretxtendcd (of which there arp inftances), toquellion and 
to puoilh opinions delivered even in the private intcr- 
courfcs of domedic life ; unmixed with any a^ or mani- 
feRed intention againft the authority of the Laws. 

" We refrained at our former Meeting from pronounc- 
ing thefe proceedings to be illegal and punifliable, becaufe 
we mufl receive the rule from our Statutes and Precedents 
•f Law, which are lileilt on the fubje£l ; hut we confider 
tinemto be doubtful in law, and unconiliCutional in prin- 
ciple from the whole Theory, ajid all the analogies of 
Englifh Juftice. 

" In thefirQ place, we obje£t to them as wholly unne^ 
cellary ; and we give this o^eSion jirecedence, beeaufe 
there ought to be a vifible necefllty or expediency to vin- 
dicate cwry innovation in the mode of adminliftering the 
Laws. Suppofing then the conjuniSure to be what it is 
. by authority rcprefented, the Crown is poflefled of the 
rooft ample powers for the admin juration -of fpeedy and 
univedal Juftice. < 

*' If the ordinary Sittings of the Courts are found at 
any time to he infufficient for the accomplifhment of thnr 
jurifdidllons, or if even a falutary terror is to he inffured 
for the general fecurity, the Kinp may appoint Special 
Commi^aners for the Trial of Offenders, 

" If the Revenue, devoted to the ordinary putpofes of 
Criminal Juftice (hould he found infuf&cicnt for an unu- 
fual Expenditure, Parliament is ever at hand ta lupply the 
nteans ; and no Parliament can be fuppofcd to refufe, or 
the People be fufpet^ed to murmur at fa neccilary an ex- 
pence. 

" If information alfo became neceflary for the difcovery 
and convidion of offenders,' Ihjc Crown may at any time, 
by its authority, fet even Informers in motion. 

« But 




« B14 ^nto ^s awW wocrfs, P^bIi<; Freedpm wmld 

ftill l»e ifCitrpd, while the Public Safety was nuiotatned. 
Ttip Crewn ftUl afling bjf its Oncers, would Continue 
to be iv^Qiniible for tbe exerclfe of its authority ; snd the 
Quoqiunity ftiU hauni togedber by a common intereft, 

,9f)d on^cotCiilbyt^eundifturbedaffefticinEaiKl^onfuleiicn 

. of private life* Vfwi b» found and pure for die admini* 
ftj-ation of jufiice. 

*' TJiis ive niaiatup and publjQi to be the Genius of 
• tbe Brici^ ConllitutloDf as it regards the Criminal hxV- 
" But whea without any State neceflitj, or tequifltloil 
from the C^om, or Parli^cnent of the KingdoiA, bodies, 
^fmen voluntarily intrvde themfclTes into a fort of pait- 
,(ier{hip of authority with the Executive Pc^werj ajid 
when, from the univcrfal and admitted intereff of the wbole 
Ni^ion, in tbp qbjed or prft/xtt of fuch Mbciationis, the 
People /if they continue to fpread as they have" done) 

, fn^y hff f^ to W in » mwiiicr reprefentcd by them, where 
i* tl^c accufed to tuid juQice araoneft his Peers, wheth ar- 
raigned by fuch cpmbinations ? Where is dii boaft«d 

. Tcial by tbe Country, if the Country is thus to bc(;6in* 

. Jnformerand Accufei* ? 

** Where is the cautious.diftru(l (ji accufation, if the 
Grand Jury may fiiemfelves ^or fome of themj have in- 
formedagainft the objefl of it, brpu^ht in the very Bill 

.vhicbthey iuc to find, and.fubfcribea for tbe profecutic»i 
ofit? _ . 

" WJiere in the end is the mild, complacent, relenting 
countenauceof the Jury fpr Trial— that laft confolation 
which the humanity of England never denied even to 
men taken in arms againfl her Laws, if the Pannel is to 
come recking from Vcftry-rooms, where they have been 
liftening to harangues concerning the abfolute neceffitr 
of extinguiOung the very crimes and the criminalti, whi<£h 
they arc to decide upon in judgment, and. to condemn by 
their verdicts? .. 

" Biitifthefe proceedings muft thus evidently taint the 
admlniftratloii of Ju(lice,ev«n in the Superior Courts, where 
the Judges.' from their independence, their fu per ior learn- 
ing, and their fiM ther removal from common life, may bv 
argued 
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ai . f d (o be lifetly (o aflift Juries in the due di'fcharge of 
' their Office — what muft be the cnndition of the Courts 
of Quarter Seflions, whofe jurifdiifiions over thefe offences 
are co-ordinate — where the Judges are the very Gentle- 
men who lead thofc AfTociations in every County and 
City in the Kingdom, and where the Jurors are either 
their tenants and dependents, or their neighbours in the 
country, juilly looking up to theni with coniidence and 
iSitQion, as their friends and proteffors in the direlSion 
of tKeir affairs ? Is this z trial by an Englith Court and 
Jury? It would he infinitely more manly, and Icfs inju- 
rious to the acculcd, and to condemn him at once witb- 
' out a hearing, than to mui him with the empty (bfms c£ 
the Britilh Conftitution, when the fubftance and eSc£t of 
it are deftroyed. 

" By thefe obftrvations we mean no difrefpefi to the 
Magiflracies of our Country. But the heft men ma^in- 
advertcntly place themfelves in (ituations abfolutely in- 
compatible with their dutics.'Our natures are Human, ^nd 
Vft err when we confider them as Divine. 

** The incongruities ariling from this rage of popular 
, accufation, or even of declared popular fupport to accufa- 
tions proceeding from the Crown, are not our original 
obfervations. We are led to them by the analogies and io- 
ffitutions of the law itfelf/j 

" On this principle, Cpminals impeached, not by the 
People heated with a fenfe of individual danger, and per- 
fonally mixing themfelves with the charge and the evi- 
dence, but, impeached by the Houfe of Commons re- 
prefentJngthem, are tried, from the neccffity of the cafe, 
by the Lords, and not by the Country. This anomaly of 
juftice arofe from the humanity and wifdom of our an- 
ceflors. They thought, that wheir the complaint pro- 
ceeded not from the Crown, whofe a£h the people are 
accuflomed to watch with jealoufy, but from the popular 
branch of the Government, which they lean towarils with 
favour, it was more fubftaniial juffice to the meaneft 
man in England, to fend him for trial before the Lords, 
though connected with him by no common intereft ; but, 
•n the contrary^ divided by % feparatc one, that to truft 

him 
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him to a Jury of his Cquals, when the pople rron whick 
it muft be taken, was rvcn in theory connc^ed with the 
profecution,, though totally unacquainted, in fa&i with its 
<au(e, or with its object. 

" TVe appeal with confidence to the reafon of the Pub- 
lic, whether thcle principles do not apply, by the cloreft 
analogy tn the proceedings which we aliemble to difap- 
prove. For as criminal jurifdiflions are local, the offence 
mull be tried tn the country, and frrquently in (he very 
town where it is charged to be comnnited ; and thus the 
aceufed muft not cnly Hand before a Court tnfci^ed by a 
gmerel prejudice, but in a manner difqualifted'by a pointed 
and par^cular pajjion and intereft. -■' ■ • 

' *' We have further to r<marlc, that thefe objefliofls to 
popular alTociaiions or the profeciltion of crimes, apply 
with double force when dire£1ed againft thcPrefs, than 
agiioft any other obje& of criminal juflice which can be 
dcTcrlbed or imagined. ' ■ 

** Aflbciations to profecute offences againft the Game 
Laws, or frauds againft tradefmcn (Which we feleft as fa- 
miliar inftances) though we do not vindicate them,neVer- 
tbelelsdiftinftlydefcribe their objeds, and in fupprcffing iU 
gal condnfl, have no immediate tendency to deter from 
the exercife of rights which are legal, and in which the 
Public have adeep and important intereft. 

" No unqualified perfon can fhoot or (ell a Hare, or a 
Partridge, as long as a monoply in Game is fuffered to 
continue, without knowing that be tranfgrcffesthcLawj 
and there can be no difference of judgment upon thecX- 
iftence, extent, or confequencc of the offence. The trial 
is of a mere fafl. By fuch Affociations, thertfore, the Pub- 
lic cannot be ftated to fuffer further than it always fuffers 
by an opprefllve fyftem of Penal Law, and by every de- 
parture from the due courfe of adminftering it. 
' " In the fame manner, when a Swindler obtains goods 
on falfe pretences, he caimot have done fo from error , the 
ad is decifive of the intention; the Law defines the, crime 
with pofitJve precilion ; and the trial is in this cafe there- 
fore only the invcftigation of a fa^ ; and in holding out 
Vrrors Co Swindlers, honcft men are in no danger, nor 
B does 
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(Joes the.Pu})!]'^ fyiStt further tti9ii ve liave thove «d- 
verted to. , . ' . ' 

" Thefe Aflbciations befides, from their very n^tuKS,' 
cannot be univerfal, as to difquaUfy the country at large 
by prejudice of intereft frgm the OfSce of Trial. Tl^ey 
9ie bociomed befides, particularly the Uft (which is a. moa 
inate-rial diftini^lion) upon crimeg, the perpetration of 
>vi]ici] are itijurioMS to individuals aifuch, and which each 
individual tn his own perfbnal ngn^ might legally pro- 
fecutp. Whereas we aflemble to obje£l to the ^pular 
profecution of tholie pitblic offences which 4h^ Crown, 
iftheyexifl, is bound in duty to profecute by tlv At- 
torney General, where no individual can count upon # 
fiVrtbnal injury ; and where the peifonal intereil of tha 
ii^je^ is only as a Member of that Public, which is coifi- 
Qiitied to the care of the Executive Authority of the 
Coujitry. 

" The Prefej therefore, as it is to be sffeaed by Aflb* 
Viaiions of individuals to fetter its general freedom, ivhfiily 
uncomeStd mth any attack upon private (harafhr, is a ygry 
difiercnt coniiderauon ; for if the nation ;s to be combined 
to fupprefs writines, without further defcrtbing what thpff: 
writings are, than oy the general denomination-r— /iJ/V/uat j 
iod ji the exertions of thefe combinations are not even to 
be confined to fupprels and puniih the circulation «f books* 
^re^dy aidtmtud by tbt judgmints of Cturtt, but jre 
• to extend to whatever does not happen to fall in with (heir 
private judgments : — if every writing is to be prolecutej 
which they may not hive the fcnfe to unde/iland, or the 
virtue to praflilc : — if no man is to wrttc but ypon their 
principles, nor can read with fafety except what thev have 
written, leaft he fliould accidentally talk of What he has 
read ; — no man will venture either to write or to fpeak 
upon the topics of Government or its Admioiftration — x 
freedom which has ever been acknowledged by our gr^a- 
tefl (tatefmen and lawyers to be the principal fafeguard of 
that Conftituiion, which liberty of thought originally 
created, and which a Free Press for its circulation gra- 
dually brought to maturity. 

" We uii/I thfrefore maintain and ajert by all legal 

means this facred and ciTentiai privilege, the Parent and 

Guardian 
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QoarJian^of'evfcrjrothfer. We wilt maintain and ajfrt 
rhe' right of inflrtiaiftg our feII<>W'rubje£t5 by every lin- 
C4W and confciemioua cottittiunication which may pro- 
BioteriVe the public teppincfs J and while we render obe- 
dience ta GoVtfrnnierft and to Law, w6 will remembei' at 
the fame time, that as they cxift by the People's confent, 
find for thtf People's bienefit, they have x right to examine 
the^r principles^ to urat<;h over their due execution, and to 
preferwerhB beautiful ftrufturc of their Conftitution, by 

. pointing out as they arife, thofe defers and corruptions 
«ftfcH tflfe hahd' «f Time nevet fiils to fpread over the 
wifeftof human inftitutions. 

" Ff in the legal and peaceable aflertion of Freedom 
we fixA\ 6e calunfniated and perfecuted, wc muft be con- 
tented to fatfer in the caufe Hi Freedom, as our father's 

' before us have fuffcred } but we will, like our father's, 
alfo peifevere until we prevail. 

« bet us, however, reccollea with fatisfaiKon, that 
the Law as if fiahds at this very moment, thanks to our 
ttluftrious [Patriot, Mr. Fox, is amply fufficient for the 
proteflfon of Ae Preft, if the Country will b«'but true to 
iVGAi. The exitent of the genuine Liberty of the Prefs 
on general fubjafts, and the boundaries which Ibparate 
them from licentioufn^s, the Englifh Law has wifely not 
attempted to define ; they are, indeed, in their nature un- 
dcftnablc ; and it is the office of the Jury alone, takeii 
front the County in each particular initance', to af^ertaiii 
them, and the truft of the Crown, where no individual \i - 
flandered, to felefi the inftances for trial, by its Miniftorst 
refponfible to Parliament. 

*'Tbis fyfiem appesrs to us amply to ftcurc the gorern- 
mcnt, while it e(]uatlyprote£ts the SubjeA; but if this 
felcdion is to be transferred to felf-conftituttd Aflemblic* 
of nxn, agitated bya real, however honell cnthufiafm, the 
Pi-eft mutt be broiden up, and individuals muffi ptTrt^iife 
Aeir fafety by ignorance and filence. 

In fuch a (late, we admit that the other Liberties^ which 

we er^oy under the Laws, might ncvcrthelefs continue as 

kngat Government might happen to be juflly adthinif- 

tered ; But fhoidd corrnption or ambition ever direct ther^ 

S 2 efforts 
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cflbrts agalnFl ihem, the Nation would be AirptKed anj 
enflavetl-^furprired by the lofs of their wakeful Sentinels, 
whom they had fhot for only being at their pofls, and eor 
llaved froni t!ie lo'fsof tt^eir armour, which their advcrfa- 
ry, under tlie pretence of a Treaty, and cajded them to ■ 
throw away. ' . ' ' 

'* Bu[ thde evils become not only greater, hut abfo- 
lutely intolerable, when- extended to the' ftimulation of 
S[]ies to ttib, domeflic peace, to watch for the innocent 

' in' the hours devoted to convivial happincfs, and to ditturb 
the Cwcet repofe of private life upon the bofooi of friend- 
Ihip and truth. 

" It is juftly obfcrvcd by the celebrated Judge Forftci", 
that words are traqfitory and Heeling, cafiJy forgotten, 
and fubjeft to miftaken interpretations : their very exiftence 
at all, and their criminality, as depending upon Context, 
or fequel, or occafion — all is to reft on the oaths of hired 
Informers, . Is this in the end of the iSth century to.be 

1 the condition of our cheerful country? Are thefe to be 
our chains ? And are we, after we have broken them on 
the heads of tyrants in former ages, to fit down to forge 
them again for ourfelves, and to faften them on one 
another 7 

*' Our laft, and not the leafl: objeflion "to popular ac- , 
cufatioti, is the love we bear to the Government of En£- 
land, and our wilh that its functions may be perjKtual : it 
being our opinion, as exprelTed in our Seventh Refolution, 
»t our former Mceiing. 

" That a ftilem of JtiTnufy anJ »rbitr>_r7 toercion nf th« People hM 
" been at all ttatn dangerom to the ftabiliiy of tbc EngjiOi Ooiein- 

" Eor the truth of which w« appeal to Human Nature 
in general, to the chara£teri(lic of Englilbmen in parti- 
cular, and to the hiftory of the Country. 

" In the career of fuch a fyflem of combinatioD, we 
forefee nothing but opprelBon i and when its force is 
cxtinsuiflied, nothing but difcontent, difobedience, and 
mifruk. , . , 

" If Government permits or countenances this dilhri- 
burion of its Executive Powers, how is it lo refnme them 
ilQ^td opinions change, and run the other way: ^ From 

. tke 
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the artifices and ambition of deCgning men, the bctt 
Governments may, for a ftafon, be unpopular, as we 
know from experience, that the very worft may triumph 
for a while by impoflure. Should fnch a change of opinion 
arrive, as in the nature of things it muft, the Adminiflra- 
tiqn of Govermncnt and Juftice will be diftrafted and 
weakened. It will be in vain to inculcate that fubjeiis 
may perfecute ohe another by con-.bi nation, but that they 
muft not combine for their combion defence. And as in 
this unnatural tide of flood, no man may expeiSt to be 
acquitted, however he may love his Country; fo in the 
ebb of the fame tide, equally unnaturual, it may be difficult 
to bring to conviflion even thofe who may be plotting its 
deflruflion. Againft both thefe departures, from the 
even and ufual courfe of juftice, and all their confequences, 
Wc ejunlly, and with an impartial fpirit proteft. 

" When we coniider the great proportion of the 
Community, that has already hajlily ianflioned the pro- 
ceedings which we dilTent from, the great Authority that 
Countenances them, the powerful influence which fup- 
ports them, and the mighty revenue raifed upon the people, 
which through various channels rewards many of thofc . 
who lead the reft. 

" We feel the difficulties which this Addrefs has t« - 
encounter ; and judging of man from his nature and his 
hiftory, we expedt no immediate fuccefs from our inter- 
pofition. But we believe that the feafon of re(Ie6iion is 
not far diftant, when this humble effort for the Public will 
be remembered, and its authors be vindicated by the 
People of Great Britain." 

(Mr. Erskine, who had hien frequently interrupttd by 
the kudeji applaufe, canduded with the mojl joyful and ,k«- 
hounded acclamatidii ^f the wliale company.) 

Mr. Sheridan bcfiowed the higheft encomiums upon the 
unremitting zeal and patriotic efforts of Mr. Erfkinc. 
The Vtry able and eloquent paper which they now had the 
bapplnefi to hear read by the author himfelf, contained 
political opinions (• ftrongly enforced, and difplayed the 

truth 
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fruth in fa handfeme and irreriftible z fbiw, tt&t tftrvliofe 
Socictyhad but one femiment as to its merits. He agived 
with his Hon., Friend in ettry CyliAle now iinncea. It 
■ was an adminble proteft, and might fervt to convey M 
the world die Principles of the Society. He therefore rt- 
comttunded ir to Be adoptvd h^y die Meeting as thdr 
Declaration. Thv Learned Qentlt»nan now appeared ia 
s new and hononrablr charai^tr ; and while be gave a 
proof of his pianly firmneft, he a<9!ed wirii peculiar di!- 
licacy and moderation. When tb'efe fentimenls wcK 
announced^ the world would be convinced, that ihs 
Friends of real Freedom' wer« not to be fubducd or over- 
awed t»y the wretched artifice of Government. Th« ptV~ 
fait Meeting had been treated by Adminiftration, not with 
levity.but alarm. They would however, be fbon ftilly pef- 
foadcd, that their juggling pran of policy could no longer 
be concealed; that their appeal to the Rabble would not 
avail s and tfaar the People could not ditad rtiunder white 
theftywas clear. lii fhort, that Hieir decepdout mea- 
Gtra would foon be exploded ; and that the good fm^ 
of Engliftinen would revolt at viol^ed Rightsand cxpiiing 
Liberty. With regard to the Author of the excellent 
Paper, he begged leave to fay a few words. The new 
chara£ter which he now a£ted mufl afford the moft lively 
fenf^tions. If private Individuals rejoiced when Mr. 
Ktfkine flood forward as their Advocate, how mueh more 
muft'diat'pleal\]rebe increafcd, when be now appeared as 
the Advorate of the Natioir at large! retained' by the 
honourable impujfe of his heart, and rewarded by the 
affections of the People ! He volunteered his tranfcendent 
talents, in the mod difintercfled way, Scorning a brief 
or Gee, be courted noother reward- than dw appliufe of his 
Fffllow Cidzens-— he had no other obje£t in view thaa 
the good of Matilcind. This purfuit was the noble$ 
gratincadon of a great and a good mind. Convinced of 
the Truths contained in the inefHmable Paper, he moved, 
that it Ihould be adopted as the Creed or Declaration of 
the Society: that it fflould be publifhed to the World at ' 
hrgpas their Proteft againft the AlPjciuions ; and that the 
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iStOihen s>f -tiiok Clubs be pcrraitied to atiTwer it— if 
ibsy i:an. 

Mr. Cvurjenay feconded ihe motion. He approved very 
mucb of the. manly and notile {entimeNts contained in< 
Mr. Erftjne'« Declaration ; and faid, that when fo gicat 
A portion of ingenuity had been dirplaye(^ it wouJd ill 
Iwcome, him to tre^a& on the patience of the company by 
any remarks »f bis own. 

Mr. EfCkine very politely thaaked the Meeting for the 
Buiering approbation which he now experienced. In hit 
prefeot capacity, he was undoubtedly bound to obey then 
byputting tbe qgeftion propofed. The fituation, he con- 
ipled, was rather awkward } but it was his duly ta attend 
to their injunftioas, , He mentlDned, that as their phair- 
man, he would himj«lf fign It, if they de(ired ; and if any 
iauits appeared in the Declaration, they were imputable to 
the Author only, and could not be attributed as an injury 
to the ouifc. 

The qiieAion was tiaammtu/fy carritJ, the whole Com- 
ply exclaiming, as if with one voice—*' ALL !" 

Xt was ^en prt^Kifed, that the Signatures, Defigna.' 
tit^tS Bi^ Places of Abode of thofe prefent Qiould be 
added to the Declaration. — This Motion was alfo car- 
ried with limilar unaniniity : and fo ardent were many 
Qcntlemen in the Caufe, that they infifted on fignihg be- 
fore they retired to Dinner. 

The Boole was ligned by the Chairman, and Itft for 
fignatures. 

1'he company then went to dinner, and between eight 
«nd nine hundred perfons were amply accommodated ^ 
and more than a thoufand Gentlemen, who had not taken 
care previoufly to fecure tickets, were obliged to retire; 
Tbe day was pafled with that warmth ofcnthidiafm and 
feftiviiy which men, animated by a goad caufe, conllant* 
ly feel when thus ailcmbled : 

The fitft toaft was ip refpeft t« the objefl of the daj'« 
Wieoting— 

^i Libertv of the Pre/s 

To which Mi. Grey begged leave to add, as a further re- 
born men d ation — 

itgtthtr with itt mefijhinini Advacatt Mr. Erskjne. , 
Mr. 



( '4 ) 

Mr. Erfkine madp a (hort hut eloquent reti/rn of thanks. 
He rejoiced in the zeal and patrlotifm which now appcar- 
cd among many didinguifhed characters ; and had no 
douht but they would be honoured with ftations of emi- 
nency. In the courfe wf his fpeech, he took notice of z 
wretched hand-bill which had been flung among the com* 

fiany by feme of the Emiffaries of the hired Aflbciators b«. 
pw flairs. — " You fee, Gentlemen, that the Prefs may 
be too diligently watched, and too haflily accufed. No 
fooner are we convened, than the Drudges of the Mini- 
ftry attempt to annoy us — They begin to anfwer us, 
before they know the principles which we avow-^Thefe 
AfTociators may amaze all, and ftuniblc many — but I hope 
the great Engine of the Preft will recoil upon their own 
guilty beads. I mention this pitiful efFudon of malignity, 
only to declare my contempt. Let tbefe aflbciators eolith 
fucha company as I now fee in this roomj here is my an- 
ffrer to their malevolence " My bane and antidote are 
both before me," Mr. Erfkine in the courfe of an elo- 
quent Addrefs, bcftowcd a warm eulogium on Mr. Fox, 
who was truly to be regarded as the Patron of all that we 
could now boaft on the fubjefl of the Liberty of th* 
Prefs, and he concluded with giving as a toaft, 

Jltr. Fax. Tf,t Rights of the People. 

After this Captain Morrice fung one of his patriotte 
&ngs, the flame of which fo enraptured the Company, 
that they drunk its burthen as a toaft, 

The Prefs— •uith Fax and LiherU. 

A full and free Rtprefentation of the People in Parliamtnt, 
To which Mr, Sheridan begged leave te add the name of - 
Mr. Gre^. , [ ' y 

Mr. Grey delivered an admirable fpeech of thanks, lit 
which he announced the glorious conqueft which the 
Jrifli people had obcained over the Minifterial faction bp 
their firmijefs and fpirit. Having pronounced tlieir fctiia 
with fo manly a voice, a letter from Ireland,' received 
that day, informed a friend of his then In the room, ^hat 
the Houfe of Commons had agreed to go inlo a Com- 
mittee of the whole Houfe, three weeks after, on the ftate 
of the Rcprefentation. As it happened in Ireland it wouM 
happen in England. Let the people be firm >nd united — 
- - - L« 
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Let them dtclare their fenle of what was necefTary, aai 
they muft obtain it. They faw the confequetices of 
union. In the commencemeni of laft year he appealed to 
the Company, whether they did not confider Great Bri- 
tain to be in a ftace of the moft profound tranquillity ;— 
the Revolution paffing on the Continent could do no ni«re 
than excite the cjriofiyf or obfcrvation •f Englifhmen. 
There was nothing to feduce there was nothing to imitate. 
But as the impcrfefl ftate of parliamentary Reprefentation 
had for a long time occupied men's minds, and fome 
flcps had been taken, which were likely to produce a 
Reform, the corrupt Adminiftration of the day fought a 
pretext in the Continental Difturbances, and founded an 
alarm for which there was no real foundation. He au- 
gured well of the prefent numerous aflemblagei and was 
refolvcd to perfevere in his intended Motion for a Parlia- 
mentary Reform ; but in thefc times, when the fphere of 
anxiety was daily more and more enlarged, the People 
themfelves ought to be firm and unanimous. It was 
from their energy — It was from the voice of the People, 
and not from that of a corrupt Houfe of Commons,' that 
they could expert a Parliartientary Reform. Let them 
openly declare their fentiments. They will then no 
longer be the vi<£lims of venal and perfidious AflAciations. 
They will then no longer be objefls of derifion to their 
enemies, nor of melancholy pity to their friends. 

In Ireland the people had declared themfelves, and 
Parliament had yielded.-^— Here where there was no 
alarm, and where men had not even united to declare 
their Rights, Proclamations, Affociations, and attacks 
of every kind on the deareft Rights of the People, 

had been fuccefsfully praflifed, Why was not even 

that Company attacked ? — Becaufe, like the Irilh, it 
was too refpetiable, too formidable to be attacked j 
but if it had h«en a meeting of obfcure individuals, 
from whom nothing could be apprehended, then they 
ftiould have had the feditioiis tendency of the meeting an- 
nounced by the interference of the military, and perhaps 
fome Lord Mayor would have come in perfon (o difperfc 
-tiicm, 

C Mr. 




■ Mr- ^MriJan, tAe^eJjf epp^fir tf*te ffjui/i l^w- 

Mf. Sh«ridaB, ia anlwer, lufplaycd hi> o^al cl eg MC e 
xnd vigour of ci preffion. The day was Uuly s^fpicioup $ 
for the atiinution evinced by {be nuineroui bpdy WM « £uirc 
pfoof that tbe- day of deluiion and apathy wiis jipfi. It waf 
WK to the forms of the Confticution* but to tlw divJBp 
Iftiergy (^ Eii^U^mcB, determined to HfauKaia its prio' 
cipks, that \\a could trufl far the- prel«rvatian of all th|K 
was 4ear to u». Thii he had fcco that day, and tb^t Meet- 
ing would i^ew Government that thmr were- deceded. 
Tt)e frauds ^nd arttficct that had delutjed the moltitujc 
WQre|nad£ known, Thp Riailc was pulled oiFj ^^nd nev:«r* 
he believed, was there io grofe aad fo coar fe an tnfuU oA 
the underOandingsof men pra£tifed before. He ^eioic^t 
is what hJB Honourable friend ^ad announced .from Ite- 
land. He gloried in being a native of th^t coufitry, bC' 
caiife Iriliiaieii ivere daily giving to £agland leflopi and 
cunipleB oFfpirit which they ought to follov Ireland bad 
■determined to enquire — That, in his mi?d, was triumpb^ 
for tofiH]i<ire into the date of repieieiitaiioi], cither in 
England or Ireland, was to prove the nionftrout conditioo 
in which the two kingdotns were held- ConviOioa muft 
fbiloW) and it was fdid of trudi that it was d itfelf ((> 
bcauicotitt as lo require only to be feen tobeadmited, fo' 
of vice the afpc£l w^ lb hideous as to create certain dir>- 
guflon being expoied. Heprai(ed Mr. FoxforhispoIUtcaJ 
intrepidity ; and afliured the Meeting, that althoqgh ab- 
fent, he approved of -the Declaration, and was v«ry weU 
difpt^ ta promote the grand obje^ for which they werq 
convfiacd. It was neith^ the Trial of Jury, nor the Li- 
berty cf the PrcO, which could alone fecure our I^reedom> 
It wiis the laudable vigilance and manly endeavours of the 
fao^e. In the proceedings of- the day, there was no mil^ 
creant of corruption fo itieap and daring as to ftand upip 
the Allimbly, and tell them that they were reprefcnied ia 

Parliament. Srnct he had the- {His tetigue fiipptj.) 

—Since he hud (he hmour of a feat in ihe Houfe of 
Commons, he had conltantty maintained the dotEtrines 
which he now avowed. . In fpeaking of the few men who 
flood up for the people in the Houle <tf CommonSj and 
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who faed been called a phalanx, for himfclf, he faid, he 
cared not how few their numbers might be. Let thetn 
only be fupported.by the people, theyflioulJ prove, hovf- 
ever fmall,' too powerful for the mercenary army on the 
other fide, even if that army fhould be recruited by ten 
times the number of deferters that had lately left them. 

7ht fifty-two Members of the: Houfe of Commam, vibt 
have not deferted the caufe of the people. 

, Captain Mortice here fung the beautiful compofition 
which he had made for the aiiniverfary of Mr. Fox's birih, 
and which was received with rapturous acclamations. 
I will now give you, faid Mr. Erfkiiie, 
The hereditary Patriot, Mr. Byng. 

Mr. Byng returned thanks in his ufiia! plain and moJeft 
ftilc, and begged he might ever be judged rather by his ac- 
tions than by his profcffions. He propofed that they Diould 
dine again ihat day four weeks ; and that Mr. Sheridan 
Ihoold be requefl-ed to take the Chair, 

Mr, Home Tooke was averfe to fo long in adjourn- 
ment; and thought, that before they fcparated, they 
ftould adopt fomemeafure of an effeflual nature, to con- 
vince the world of tfie Society's fincerity. He exprefled 
his warmcft approbation of the proceedings ; and declared 
that he bad Hveti thirty years to fee that day. In what- 
ever light he confidered thefe cKertions, he found every 
thing to praife, and nothing toblaine. In the people of this 
country he knew there exifted an in-born fpirit of Freedom 
—a principle of Liberty which fooner or later muft be 
fully cftabliflied. He cenfured Mr. tilkine's predidion 
—that the part which Gentlemen of rank were taking in 
the prcfent objefl, would lead them to the firft offices and 
ftations in the country. While they congratulated each 
other on their apparent fuccefs — while they were unbound- 
ed in their pralfes of the gallant Leader, who had brought 
them to the field of adlion. — They ftiould at the fime 
time rccolledl the unhappy vi£lims who were now lan- 
gviilhing in gaols, and fuffcring by the Tyrants of the 
Prefs. They Ihould notdireiSl their views to th^- principal 
atSor tirpon the fcene only, left they might be ftifjiciStcd of 
ading in the manner of officers, who, after k AiccefsM- 
C 2 battle* 
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battle, retire)] to their tenti to compliment the General 
upon his gallantry, perfectly rcgardlefs of the bleeding 
S*)dier, w^iofe aflive valour produced thg v\Q.ory, He 
r^oiccd in the Revolution of France — He r^oiccd in the 
Revolution which we had adopted in 1668. — But, be 
condemned our ConHitutlon in its prefent corrupt ftate. 
In the conduct of Legiflation, there was fearcely any thing 
fo efleniial as that the leading parties fliould be watchful 
i>f themfelves. The queftion naturally arofc— .^ii cu^eJit 
ttijiadts ? The people alone muft be their own guardians j 
and he was happy to find fo aufpicious a profpc<Et of their 
undertaking that chaxge. The Meeting fliouJd talcecare 
not to imitate, what otherwife would 1^ the bed example, 
^e wifdom of God hitnfelf, who made man with tw* 
bandiy that the one may vjajh the other ; they fliould net 
make ufc of this opportunity to elevate any particular 
fet oj^mcn to thofe ficuations for which they had long been 
panting. After a variety of defultory obfervations, he con- 
.cluded withexprelHons of attachment to the exiting Con- 
Aitution, when properly amended. He would net err on 
1^ fame fide with the Reformeifs of a former period, who 
having Beil and Purgatory before them, thought proper to 
adopt the former, and reject the latter. His wiu was to 
ptki^Jt not to alter the Conflitution of the country. 

Mr. Sheridan, in reply, d^rccated any thing trhich 
niay tend to create fufpicion or jtaloufy amongft a fet of 
tneo embarked in a caufe^—the fuccels of which depended 
fo BitKh upon their unanimity. He confefled, that with 
;|his only exception, Mr. Tpoke's fpcech contained not 1 
icmence to which he cotilc^ 'Hot readily allent. He was 
*ery well convinced that Mr. Tooke" meant well for the 
caufe of Public Liberty; and yet, when he conlidered 
bow manly a mind thatXrentleman polleiled, he could 
aof, without fome degree of furprile, obferve the endea- 
vours be made to produce jealoufy and difcontent. It 
was extremely unbandfome to put a fatfe interpretation oa 
t}ie words of the honourable Churman, who when be 
ikid, that fupftorting the Rights vf the People would lead 
them to the highefl: ftations, only meant fuch flations at. 
be thu lidd-^tiiat of pnfiduig at is icfpa&ible and nu- 
nerous 




Dierbui a meediig — a ftation which he cooceived to be 
the higheft and moft glorious a man could attain. This 
Was a ftratagem which a potent and a generous enemy — " 
and he was apt to believe Mr. Toolcc was generally 
fuch—- would carefully avoid. But the public would 
well recoUefi the wide difference between thofe men with 
whom Mr. Shtridan had the honour of afltng, and Mr. 
Teektf for wbofe abilities no man. had a higher relpefl. 
Although he highly refpeflcd his talents, y«t he was 
fometimcs doubthil as to the proper application of them. 
"Wb^n there was no caufe of fear — when the political 
flcy indicated no ftorm — when, in faift, from every view, 
tranquillity prefented itfelf-ythen we were menaced witll 
the mighty nothings of certain men — -then we were an- 
noyed by the thunder of the ingenious Gentleman's elo- 
quence. Thchourof danger, however, arrived. Tholi: 

heroes who appeared armed for the combat who chal- 

Ifcngcd the enemy to the field, were at once unnerved— 
delerted the ftandard which they had reared— and £cd 
&n<l Ihrunic into their lurking holes, regardlers of their 
own honour, or the liberties of the people. So far had 
Mr. Tooke, and thofe with whom he a^ed, evacuated 
xhnr pofi— fo far had he receded from his duty to the 
Public. Had Mr. Fox, Mr. Grey, Mr. Erikine, oc 
their Ann friends, conducted themfelves with fimilar ig- 
nominy * — No ; they came boldly forward, in the ex- 
treotity of danger, to vindicate the rights Qf mankind. 
And thofe very men whom Mr. Tooke had bdbre branded 
with metteratUn, were the only fupporters of our prefent 
. Jiberty, and to whofe manly efforts he was perhaps 
tioffr indebted for the privilege of delivering bis reutimenis 
in public. Although the bubble of credulity had for fome 
time prevailed, yet they had nobly dared to expofe and de- 
ride it, and to defend the province of rational freedom with 
a generous fpirit and an honell heart. 

Mr. Rous praifed the principles of our Connitution ; 
declared his firm attachment to the form of Government, 
but lamented the abufes which had Jlolen into both, and, 
tarhich had rendered a Reform in the Houfe of Commons 
abfolutely necefiiry j yet while he ailcrted the iiecttRty of . 
Reform, 




CI 



.1 



Refsrin, he deprecated a Revolution ; and condenmed the 
wild theories of fome meit, which m'ufl produce confufiotl 
and mifery, if attempted to be put in practice. 

Mr. Home Tooke and Mr. Grey both attempted to 
fpealc at the fame time. The clamour for both was great* 
and continued fome minutes. The majority firmly fiip- 
ported the Chair. At laft Mr. Tooke deiifted i butjuftaS ■ 
he had ^fecnded, :he Tabic was avcrfet, by the great 
preflTure «f the crowd ; this sccafioned fome little con- 
fufion ; t^t harmony was foon rcllored on Mr. Tooke'S 
;oing to the top of the room, and feaiing himfclf by the 
Chairman, who receit'ed him with politcnefs, and having 
obuined filence, requefted Mr. Tooke might be heard. 

Mr, Toolce then proceeded to anfwer fofne allufions 
that had fallen from Mr. Rous. He exprefled his attach- 
ment to the firitilh Conftitution j but could not help at 
the fame time to exprefs his attachment to the late Revo- 
lution in France. He again avowed his warmell approba- i 

tion of the proceedings of that day, and djfclaimed all in- J i 

tention of exciting Tufpicion or difcontent againft thofe i 

who had promoted it. He admired and applauded their ! 

seal, and ihould the enemies of Reform per£ft in thcir •. 

oppolition, he trufted the People woujd infift on their ^ 

Rights. He himfelf was too old to take an active part t 
but fhould the llruggle become ferious — -which he hoped ', 

would be prevented by a timely Reform— he would iit down^ i 

and pray for thofe who did. ■ ', 

Mr. Grey entered Into a warm and mallerly defence j 

of thofe with whom he aSed, In his cenfure of Mr, 
Tooke's iolidiouE conduft, he was more vehement than 
Mr. Sheridan. He condemned Admi&iflration for betray-< 
ihg the Country into the prefent dreadful dilemma. With 
the utmoft indignation he beheld their power ; with the ^ 

uimoft impatience he tolerated their arrogance. If, which 
God forbid any ftruggle fhould aHfir, he could not fpeab 
with the ignominious indifference of Mr. .Tooke— -lie 
could nor remain a filent and an ina^ive fpedlator. * 

Mr. Tooke afierwarda repeated his approbation of the 
of the Meeting} and in fome degree pledged himfclf tO' 7 

give his aid fof tbe grand ohjc^ they profeiled. . 

* Mr. J 




Mr. Erflcbe, Mr. Sheridan, Mr. Grer* ind their 
Aiends, declared tbemfelves enemies to all public out- 
rages or violence. The Conftitution pointed out the 
meant of all the Refoiin they wanted ; and as to the pro- 
pofition (tf Mr, Tooke in favour of thole, who were fup- 
pofcd to be prcfented, the only Conftitutional meails that 
tbey knew of, «ras to make a voluntray fubfcription to 
promote the (Mt£t of the Friends to the Liberty of the 
Preft. 

After a good deal of fiirftrtr cont^atkxijVttie company 
'ivtumed to the proper pleafures of the afternoon, when 
their mirth was enlivened by the mufe of Captain Mor- 
me> and thnr patriod&n railed by the toafts from the chair 
tiUahtebour. 

■3> Mr. Sheridan uXtl tit ChMir that dyfvurvati. 
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